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The spirit of |ec1rning engendered at these educational institutions
he|ped shcpe the national character of present-doy Jqunese
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Mito City, Ashikaga City,Bizen City,Hita City
Educational Heritage and World Heritage Registration Promotion Council
{Council Secretariat: Mito Board of Education Secretariat History Cultural Assets Division, World Heritage Promotional Office)



A LY L BA B4 A WY B A (A

EEHAOHF EER

Lis & FA, & L ELai Lo EdPERA UHA L &80
=]

AFRERERE 1B CHANRHEADRE BER L. 58 Bk 5 4E KR 2 517 - P R G B0 - AP R B (o 8 2 T
BEHEAOREBEL RN X HETHAR—U—T T Pl

WAL ERHL TIEA GG RE GO B Tl R EERAR RSN [T EA 2] SHRLEL L EORD, AL RS S
CRRGCBL TS — (ERRED) E BAhABES C D BEBH B YEL L. FCT. AL BAAEE0EETIEE
NABERIOELELE.

CALEHEOBERBIT. SR P A G A6 U RIS B R RSB ER S MAS ST LA TES
SABEL TV EL A, THT FHER DA REBERTHY U ) L EOADTEREIN L XL TBESh TV ST,

X~
o
*~J

B, A T
TEF am‘r" MR EEFH)
Ashikaga Gakko
(Ashikaga City, Tochigi Prefecture)
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Shizutani Gakko(Bizen City, Okayama Prefecture) |
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[Hita City, Oita Prefecture) (Mito City, Ibaraki Prefecture)
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The Educational Heritage of Early Modern Japan

The Educational Heritage of Early Modern Japan is the first narrative to be recognized by the Lzency for Cultural Affairs as Japan
Heritage Its story is told through educational heritage sites active in early modern Japan in four locations: Mito City, [baraki
Prefecture; Ashikaga City. Tochigi Prefecture; Bizen City. Okavama Prefecture; and Hita City, Oita Prefecture,

Following the protracted period of civil war in the Sengoku period, the early modern period was a time of peace in Japan. Laws were
promulgated, organizations established, and the importance of written documents grew. As a result, people from all strata of society
were required to possess high degrees of literacy and knowledze, and Japanese began to seek education in wide-ranging fields.

In the light of such societal trends, statesmen and intellectuals set about establishing seats of learning; here, students could immerse
themselves in everything from elementary education to sophisticated instruction in the language, history, and culture of Japan, China,
and the West These seats of learning form the heart of the educational heritage of early modern Japan—and this narrative consists
of those cultural properties most representative of this heritage.

Educational Heritage of Earlv Modern Japan sites nationwide have welcomed large numbers of students of all ages, from all ranks of
society, and from various regions across the country. They enabled students to acguire knowledge and culture in many different
areas, and helped literacy permeate all classes of Japanese society; indeed, the literacy rate in Japan at that time is said to have
been among the highest in the world. The educational institutions also helped establish norms of etiquette. Foreigners who visited
Japan around this time were effusive in their praise not only of educational astandards in the country but also of the manners of the
Japanese. By producing skilled leaders and human resources who would go on to play an active role in society, these educational
institutions contributed both to the growth and to the stabilization of society in early modern Japan As the thirst for knowledze grew
among Japanese, so greater numbers of educational institutions were incorporated, leading to a virtuous circle of learning.
Educational heritage was a catalvst for the modernization of Japan after the Meiji Restoration. Indeed, the spirit of learning
engendered at these educational institutions, and the importance they placed on etiquette, helped shape the national character of
present-day Japanese.
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List of component cultural propertias

MAbRiEE MName ¥ Description
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Koo AR D R Seroal] TR A The largest domain school in the Edo period
BELE (HEE) SR -SRI L ADHEET 215
Fairakuen garden A garden intended as a place of relaxation betwesn studies
KET | Bk W o, PR, e .
Mito Gity Site oF Miln SHEOESH FEFEEEE The building inwhich Daf Mibenshi was Gornpiled
HEf20E Site of Misshin Juku - : ) )
s E el A ey LR F A DR The larzest private academy in the north Kanto region
Vel ; fE) || B A e v R Ch
ABAE Dai Mihonshi A history of Japan compiled at the behest of Tokugawa Mitsukuni
I Ashikaga Gakko o : T e
(Astikaga academy] B BSOSk The aldast extant educational institution in Japan
BT | gy
Ashikaga [1Ls0Es=] I miess] [0l (RS i
- Classical Chinese texts designated Lt iy ;
CHt i ;
48 e e WELIEFOES A treasure trove of waluahble Chinese texts
Baitd SefgiShosho Seigi Monzen
Shuski Chuso
FEE Sekiten FLF R S A ritual in honor of Confucius
|RRLEEEtE Shizutani Gakko BEI A RTOEROIZHDEIIPE
[Shizutani school) The oldest public school for commaoners in the world remaining today
R Sekizai FLFER S Aritual in honor of Confucius
T 1 SR A AR AT R
] : Mobuhara family documents from lta PSR T R AT R S aIE
Bizen CitY | villaze Wake County, A collection of documents recording how Shizutani Gakko was supportad
Bizen Province
RESRERL 550 SERERE LIEE Dt
Site of Kumazawa Banzan Residence The house inwhich the scholar Kumazawa Banzan lived after retirermeant
. ; ke i N 8 D |
FED Site of sefden Land endowed to provide Shizutani Gakko with financial security
EEEENM Kanzien{kKangzien academy) TR IR ARE R The largest private academy in the Edo period
HHEHE MET Mameda-machi - 5 f s :
(Mameda-machi town) EEEE A 2R A colleze town that supported Kangien
e |m ) e 2 e i i
Sl B EiEnEDE R The hirthplace of Hirose Tanso
[ro s k. EiEELEAR O E
BHE® Grave of Hirose Tanso The grave of Hirose Tanso and later heads of Kangien
Hita City
EEFHE - S ;
Mt Lallol Che ik Tombla EEEHT HIER Tanso apened his first private academy here
FEFREI Site of Keirin' en EEEOWE TE ST
[Keirin’ en academy) A private acadeny that was the precursor of Kangisn
BEEMEEEE RIS E B RO B
Kangien historical A collection of documents and texts related to Kangien, left at the home of
collection of documents Hirgse Tanso
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About Japan Heritage

Created by the Azency for Cultural Afairs, Japan
Heritage comprizes a series of narratives about
Japan' s culture and traditions, told through the
historic attractions and unique characteristics of
differant regions in the country. Local governmeants
direct the preparation and use of their tangible and
intangible cultural properties to communicate these
stories both within Japan and abroad, with the aim
of promoting regional revitalization.
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